

I chose this autobiographic novel because it’s a perfect representation of the youth world, especially the time (1950), a time of rebellion, the beat generation.

In the novel “On the Road” Jack Kerouac spotlighted the new style of living out of the old schemes.

There isn’t a central plot but there are three structural elements:

· The theme of the journey, symbol of the escape from the city;

· The narrator Sal Paradise;

· The group of friends without a destination. They find nothing at the end.

The passage “Route 66” is about a journey of Sal Paradise first in bus to Chicago, then, hitchhiking in a truck and in a woman’s car to Rock Island and at the end there is his reflection of people’s ordinary life.

The narrator is the protagonist; he uses a street, simple, realistic and pictorial language. The prose is spontaneous and personal. The senses of the protagonist are preponderant like the be-bop movement of the music.

The protagonist is a rebel, he likes travelling and he loves freedom, like an adolescent.

I like this diary-novel because there is a great topic; the wish of the post-war generation to live with freedom to overcome the sense of void.

In fact, in this period (1950) there was the decline in the traditional values of Victorian morality for new values, because of the Second World War that had created a sense of anguish and the young people expressed this negative state, found a new cultural and moral independence with a mood of rebellion, in fact they rejected traditional forms. The street became the metaphor of real life, the music became very important like the Rock and Roll because the young wanted to move…to live. They had revolutionary ideas about religion,  music,  dresses,  values etc…and the journey was very important for freedom.

The “Beat Generation”  was born. The people  reacted against the society. They followed their impulses without limits; in fact they used drugs and alcohol. They lived in the chaos without an ordinary place and time. They wore old T-shirts, sandals, old jeans and long hair. They wanted to escape from reality and they created an “Underground Culture” to express their freedom with  jazz, poetry and the philosophy of Zen Buddhism and they used the “Hip Talk”.

This period is very fascinating because the beat generation was a great movement that actually lives again, also if in the present day there aren’t any more  values,  dreams and  wish to change, perhaps because  we live in a mechanical society and in a general passivity. I would have liked living in the ’50s.!

I chose to talk about Jack Kerouac  because “On the Road” is his autobiographical work.

Jack Kerouac was born in Massachusetts in 1922. He received a Catholic upbringing. At the end of the war he began to travel. He met important persons like the novelist William Burroughs and the intellectual Neal Cassidy. Kerouac considered Neal as a hero because of his enthusiasm and his wild and free life. With Cassidy, Kerouac started his first hitchhiking crossing America and this journey inspired “On the Road”. He introduced colloquial words, abolished the syntax and followed free mental associations. This popularity carried him to lead a solitary life with drugs and alcohol.

Kerouac died in 1969 of a haemorrhage caused by drinking and drug abuse.  
In this period the music was a very important thing. There were various expressions of music: Jazz, Bebop and Rock.

-Jazz-
Jazz was born around 1890 in New Orleans. The first jazz was played by African-American musicians and it was the expression of black American life in the work.

There are different expressions about jazz: 1920= the jazz Age; 1940=Bebop; 1960=Free Jazz.

Jazz represented a break from musical traditions. Jazz combines elements of African music with elements of European music. This music was characterized by improvisation.

The king of popular jazz was Louis Armstrong.

-Bebop-
Bebop exploded after the II World War. It was a movement of young African-American musicians like Parker for creating an idiom expressive by the black subculture. It was a rebellion of black musicians against a white-controlled capitalist hegemony. 

Bebop meants brawl in the youth’s slang.

It was an onomatopoeic and quick play.

The power of the emotions of this new music is combined with the alienation of its creators so it’s a social mainstream!

-Rock-
It was played by African-American peoples. Initially it’s about racial barriers, then it was considered a kind of materialisation of consciousness. It used electric guitars. It was an energetic music, the motor of social change. In fact teenagers protested against the conformity of the era. 

Rock was an act of rebellion. Elvis was the first big star of rock like the Beatles.

The Beatles are the biggest band of all time. 
John Lennon, Ringo Starr, Paul McCartney and George Harrison formed the Beatles in 1960 in England. They affected styles of the decade. 
They were and will be the greatest rock and roll band in history.

When the Beatles broke up (1970), John Lennon became lead singer. 
Lennon touched many hearts across the world. He was the legendary spirit that continued to live again. 
“Imagine” was the most successful of Lennon. In this song there was his idealism and his dream.

-Imagine-
John Lennon

Imagine there's no heaven, it's easy if you try


No hell below us, above us only sky

Imagine all the people living for today, ah-ah

Imagine there's no countries, it isn't hard to do

Nothing to kill or die for, and no religion, too

Imagine all the people living life in peace, you-oo

You may say I'm a dreamer

But I'm not the only one

I hope someday you'll join us

And the world will live as one

Imagine no possessions, I wonder if you can

No need for greed or hunger, a brotherhood of man

Imagine all the people

Sharing all the world, you-oo

You may say I'm a dreamer

But I'm not the only one

I hope someday you'll join us


And the world will live as one.

I chose this song because it is typical of a season about great utopias. It’s about idealization of a perfect world. The words are as soul’s drops! It’s a song very hopeful. 

I love this song because there is a sweet melody and its words touch the heart-strings! “Imagine” seems a timeless poetry. 
It is a peace and a new best world hymn! 
